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Jefferson County
Parks Committee Minutes
Monday, August 5, 2019

Committee members: Tietz, Augie (Chair) Nass, Steve (Vice Chair)
Morse, Ed (Secretary) Lund, Kirk
Johns, Jeff

Call to order

Tietz called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.

Roll call (establish a quorum)

Parks Committee members present: Tietz, Morse, Nass, Johns, Lund, Joan

Parks Committee members absent:

Staff in attendance: Joe, Mary, Megan, Kevin, Ben, Blair, Brian

Others in attendance: Walt Christensen, Frankie Fuller — Friends of GHA, Sam Jonas — WIDNR

Certification of compliance with the Open Meetings Law
Staff certified compliance with the Open Meetings Law

Approval of the agenda
Nass/Lund motion to approve the agenda. Motion passes 5/0.

Approval of Park Committee Minutes for July 1, 2019, July 8, 2019 and July 19, 2019
Nass/Johns motion to approve the July 1, 2019, July 8, 2019 and July 19, 2019 minutes. Motion passes 5/0.

Communications
No communications.

Public Comment (Members of the public who wish to address the Committee on specific agenda items must register their
request at this time)
Christensen — stated that parks provide opportunities for stress relief.

Discussion and Possible Action on Completion of Segment | of the Interurban Recreation Trail

Nehmer — stated that because of steep slopes, fencing should be installed along the trail corridor starting in Watertown to River
Road. The fencing is not mandated, but for safety reasons 5,000 linear feet of fence should be installed. A 3-rail wood fence
with 6x6” posts @ 54” is currently being considered. Quote is approximately $70,000 for fencing. The Carol Liddle funds ($45k-
$50K) could be used for fencing. There will be a funding gap of approximately $20K

Nass/Lund motion to present the request to the finance committee to complete the funding gap of $20,000. Motion passes
5/0.

Discussion on Wisconsin Department of Transportation TAP Grant Request for Proposals for Engineering Design Services
Interurban Trail Segment Il

Nehmer — noted that Segment Il starts at River Road (east of Watertown) and travels east to Hwy F. The Wisconsin DOT Tap
Grant award is $1.25m, but will not cover the total expense. The county will have to hire an engineering firm for engineering
and design work. Engineering costs are at approximately $209k, all under the responsibility of Jefferson County. Construction is
scheduled for year 2022. Permitting with DNR for cattle underpasses and other, could be done less expensive with state let.
Udovich — noted that he met onsite with KL Engineering. Working to figure out how to reduce expenses and look for potential
cost savings. Wetlands, culver replacements, permitting — more success potentially and trying to convince WeEnergies to work
with us for cost savings. There may also be potential savings on design and construction.

Discussion and Possible Action on Korth Park Pavilion Side Enclosure(s)
Nehmer — noted that an on-line request has been submitted to theenclosureguy.com. The expense will have to be explored in
the 2020 budget.

Discussion on Holzhueter Park
Nehmer — introduced Sam Jonas, Wildlife Biologist and Property Manager @ WIDNR. Sam has been in communication with the
neighboring property owner regarding the Implementation Plan.
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Jonas — stated that momentum had been started, and he has stepped in to continue working on the project. The State has an
interest in moving the project forward as soon as possible. There may be some redesign of the plan as it relates to the shelter
location and the ingress/egress.

Discussion on Pedestrian Bridge(s) Inspection Report

Nehmer — stated the Glacial River trail bridge and Allen Creek bridge were inspected and there is some concern to find funds to
replace. At this time additional inspections or documentation is not necessary. Recommendation is to increase maintenance
and inspection during high water events.

Discussion on Farm Technology Days, July 23-July 25, 2019
Wiesmann — stated that the department staffed a booth.
Wehmeier — Block Party was a success.

Discussion on Brew with A View
Nehmer — weather was perfect, best crowd, best fundraiser to date.

Discussion on Rock River Landing
Wehmeier — highway shop prepping for clean-up for survey and rough grading. Bid Documents are prepared by City for
potential work in 2020. Working to adjust the zoning from industrial to mixed-use.

Discussion on Historic Sites Preservation Council
Morse — Potters Field vault — archeologist investigation (August 14) to ensure there are no old graves on site so that the vault
may be placed.

Discussion on Glacial Heritage Area (GHA) —Friends of GHA
Fuller — Bio Blitz committee, Jeannie Scheer will head. Also two presentations with the Fort Atkinson Club — Nehmer and
Grabow will do a presentation regarding the development of the GHA, and Carl Korfmacher will do a presentation.

Discussion and Possible Action on Parks 2020 Fee Schedule
Nass/Tietz motion to accept the Parks 2020 Fee Schedule. Motion passes 5/0.

Discussion and Possible Action on Parks 2020 Budget
Nehmer — noted that the Fox River Valley Foundation has noted that there will be new money for the Garman Fund.

Discussion on 2019 Parks Department Budget
Nehmer — 2019 is looking good to date. Waiting on mower.

Convene in closed session pursuant to section 19.85 (1)(e) Wis. Stats. for deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public
properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining
reasons require a closed session, for the purpose of discussion and possible action on contributing funds toward the purchase
of public access property.

Nass/Lund motion to convene in closed session at 9:34am. Motion passes 5/0.

Parks Committee members present: Tietz, Morse, Nass, Johns, Lund, Joan

Staff in attendance: Nehmer, Truman, Chentis, Wiesmann, Wehmeier, Ward

Others in attendance: Walt Christensen

Reconvene in open session for discussion and possible action on contributing funds towards the purchase of public access
property.

Nass/Lund motion to reconvene at 10:01am. Motion passes 5/0.

Nass/Lund motion to support LRM District in their efforts to acquire and manage the property as they see fit. 5/0

Adjourn
Nass/Lund motion to adjourn at 10:03am. Motion passes 5/0.

Minutes prepared by: Mary Truman
Program Assistant
Jefferson County Administration






